Parables – Matthew 13:24-52
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Continue looking at Jesus’ parables – the Kingdom of God.
The majority of Jesus parables in Matthew 13 are warnings to believers not to allow things that are not of God into our lives and into our fellowship.

There is no indication why Jesus spoke these parables, but the start of Matthew 13 is a continuous record with the previous chapter (it happened on the same day), when Jesus has been criticised by Pharisees for healing a blind and mute man - then He was further challenged by some from the same group to give some sort of sign.

Ironically Jesus has given a sign, Isaiah 42:7 prophecies the Messiah will restore physical sight to the blind. But Jesus responds to the Pharisee’s challenge by predicting His death and resurrection in terms of Jonah - being three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

So, possibly with His enemies still in the crowds, He began to speak.
13:24-30 

The parable of the weeds describes the work of an enemy, who tries to destroy the farmer’s crop by sowing weeds amongst the good crop. 

We are not told what was planted (weeds / tares), but the intention was to destroy the entire wheat crop. 
It is believed that the weed in question was darnel, a poisonous plant related to wheat (found only in the Middle East) and virtually indistinguishable from it until the ears form. So, in the interests of preserving and protecting the wheat, the wise farmer leaves the matter until harvest time, when one plant type could be differentiated from the other.

It appears the problem is noticed some months into the growing season and whilst it is possible to pick out the darnel by hand, possibly the farmer realised the quantity of darnel, along with the roots being intertwined with the wheat, would mean everything would be ruined if this clearing process took place.

This parable is talking about corruption among the people of God. Just as the previous parables had - the wheat represents the people of God, but into that community has been brought some corrupting influence – an influence that may initially look genuine, in the same way the darnel resembled real wheat until the final stage of growth.

As good as our Bible translations are, they cannot always convey some of the emphasis of the original language.

In translating this darnel from the original Hebrew zonin we have lost a great deal. Genesis 6:11 says now the earth was corrupt in God’s eyes. An extension of this for Judaism is that they… 

…understand zonin (darnel) not to be t a different plant from wheat, but a degenerate form of it. As the world degenerated before the flood of Noah, so did the plant life and zonin came into being.  
When the people of Israel turn away from God, The Jewish Bible, the Tanakh, often uses the expression that they prostituted themselves and this is written as zonah – from which the word zonin is derived. 

The Scripture is saying they corrupted their relationship, something the disciples and people are being taught here. Possibly this is included in what Jesus meant when he said in the next verses Whoever has ears, let them hear 13:40. We need to study to understand fully.

Jesus goes on in the next few verses to explain why there will be a delay in separating the crops until the harvest.

13:36-43

When Jesus was alone with His disciples, they asked Him to explain this parable and He does so by making it clear who is represented by what:

· The sower is the Son of Man - Jesus
· The field is the world
· The good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. 
· The weeds are the people of the evil one – who may superficially look like God’s true people

· The enemy who sows them is the devil
· The harvest is the end of the age, with harvesters being the angels
The point of this parable is completely different to that of the different soils.
The parable of the soils shows how men receive and respond to the Word of God, whilst this parable of the wheat and weeds shows how God will divide His true people from false believers at the end of this age. 
Spurgeon commented on this parable - you may consider you have an ability to judge people, but it is only God that can that judge fully and it is His job to do so – to remove the outwardly good who are inwardly worthless…

The field is the world – Jesus is saying that as long as God’s people are still in this world, there will be unbelievers among them; however, this should be because people have concealed themselves well, rather than them being openly tolerated in the fellowship of God’s believers.

Clearly, the devil sows his false messages all over the world and on occasions he gets into a community of believers. That is why a believer needs to have discernment about the fellowship they are in, constantly testing it against the demands of Scripture.

Jesus tells us here that it will be the angels of God which have a special role in the judgment of the world and defeating the work of the fallen angels.
Jesus’ was teaching and reinforcing ideas that were both understood at the time and also contained in Scripture – some of which have fallen out of favour in our society, where everything is acceptable.

Jesus used this parable to show there are two different eternal destinies – one a blazing furnace (that doesn’t bring annihilation), the other to shine like the sun in the kingdom of the Father.

13:45-46 

Jesus then went on to talk of the precious value of the Kingdom of God in terms of a man who finds a fine pearl. Jesus is saying there is a personal cost to both finding and then holding on to the Kingdom.
We are told this man is a merchant, so presumably he is discerning about what he buys and sells and he appears to be an expert in pearls. 
To the people of Jesus’ time, a pearl was the loveliest of all possessions and the implication is that the Kingdom of Heaven is the loveliest thing in the world and worth selling all your possessions to acquire.
There are two interpretations to this passage. Firstly, it is for us to give up everything (or not put anything in the way), to acquire our place in the Heavenly Kingdom – by faith in Jesus.

The alternative perspective is that Jesus is here talking about Himself. He is giving up everything to purchase you and me.

Jesus is the merchant buyer and we are the pearl. Jesus sees you and me as so valuable that He would happily give up everything to have us forever. 

That is the essence of John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Jesus said the merchant found a pearl of great value and went away and sold everything he had and bought it. It seems crazy for a merchant to sell everything he had for one pearl, but for this merchant it was well worth it. 
This shows how much Jesus values His people. 

13:47-52
Jesus is speaking to the people of Galilee, which is had a thriving fishing industry at the heart of the economy, so Jesus tells His next parable in terms of fishing.

The trawling net had weights at the bottom and floats on top – it was designed to be used from one or two boats, to encircle the fish and dragged to shore, when used properly there was no escape.

Leviticus 11:9-12 tells us there are both clean and unclean fish. The fishermen would have discarded the inedible fish, whilst keeping the edible to eat or sell.
Jesus illustrates for us that whilst the world will remain as one until the end – there will be both good fish and bad fish / there will be believers living alongside unbelievers – there will be a final reckoning or selection at the end. 
The fulfilment of this will be Revelation 21:27 where we are told that nothing impure will enter the City of God.

God is constantly at work and His triumph will one day be complete. We, in turn need to be patient and acknowledge that God is in control.
Jesus ends His teaching by asking the disciples if they have understood all that He has said and they claim that they have. 

Given the disciples often didn’t understand, we cannot judge further than their response. But they had an advantage over the crowds, in that Jesus would explain further and fortunately for us, those explanations guide us today.

One commentator wrote about this passage, ‘the multitude went away never the wiser, understanding nothing of what they heard, nor caring to understand it.,

That may be the attitude of most people today – they have no interest in knowing God, or anything that He has done for them.

But for those who have a knowledge of Jesus, our attitude should be different – we should be wanting to grow by means of study, worship and prayer.

Here, Jesus uses the term scribe – they were more than just clerks who were employed to write - they were also teachers of the law. One such example was Ezra, the author of the Book in the Bible Ezra 7:6. 

The idea that Jesus is expressing is that His disciples – both those who had just claimed to understand what Jesus taught, as well as believers today – are now responsible to bring their understanding to others, as if distributing from their storeroom of wisdom and understanding. 
This storeroom, your collection of knowledge, contains new treasures as well as old.- for the disciples the old teachings were the existing Scriptures, whilst the new, was Jesus teachings and interpretations.
If we follow Jesus instructions, the Kingdom of God will reap the crops spoken of in the parable of the soil, with lives being changed and people coming to Jesus and being restored to the Lord as a result. 

Conclusion:

Pray, study, take opportunities. 

Be single minded in seeking the Kingdom.


Ensure your growth is the wheat, not the corrupted darnel.  

Pray
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