GOD THE FATHER







Isaiah 44

Last week I spoke about the authenticity, authority and accuracy of the Bible and showed, through both secular explanations and Biblical texts, that this Book, which is God’s Word and instruction to us, can be trusted implicitly, to build and direct your life.   

Having the Bible in your hand, or sitting in your home is not sufficient – everyone, no matter how long you have been a believer, or if you are still searching for God’s salvation, we all need to be reading what is contained in the Bible’s pages. 

Jesus’ attitude to life should be our guide and in relation to Scripture, He said, that we should live on every word that comes from the mouth of God Matthew 4:4. 

Remember too, that Jesus uses two phrases in the Gospels: ‘have you not read’, or, ‘it is written’. So, what is written about the subject of God the Father Himself. 

Jesus was referring to the Jewish Scriptures, which are now our OT, but He clearly wants us to be as knowledgeable about the whole NT too. 

John 14:6-10 Jesus said, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’ 9 Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
Jesus said we can see the Father through Him – through His actions and His Words. So, by studying the Bible, the Word of God, we are able to find out a great deal about God the Father.

God the Father, our Heavenly Father, reveals some amazing truths about Himself in the Bible and we will look at some of those now, the first two of which are included in the first verse of the Bible.

Genesis 1:1 starts with In the beginning…
That beginning relates to space, time, love, mercy, truth and His Holiness.

God is infinite in terms of existing before the beginning and He will exist for eternity into the future. He is everywhere at all times, along with all of His qualities - His love, mercy, truth and Holiness – they will never end, because He promises to be faithful and never change.

Isaiah wrote, This is what the Lord says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God Isaiah 44:6.

Most things about God are not within our realm to comprehend, but He wants us to think about Him and to rejoice in our praises of Him. To turn Psalm 145:3 around – His greatness no one can fathom. Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise.

He is a great God.

There is much more contained in Genesis 1:1 that will enable us to appreciate His greatness and rejoice for what He has done for us.
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth

In the beginning Elohim created hashomayim (the heavens, Himel) and haaretz (the earth)

בְּרֵאשִׁ֖ית בָּרָ֣א אֱלֹהִ֑ים אֵ֥ת הַשָּׁמַ֖יִם וְאֵ֥ת הָאָֽרֶץ׃

אֱלֹהִ֑ים
Gods (plural)
Elohim
אֱלוֹהַּ

God (single)
Eloah
Do you remember 2 Peter 1:20-21 from last week? The Holy Spirit is the real author of the Bible, guiding the human writers what to say, so there is no element of doubt or mistake that the Holy Spirit refers to God in the plural.

As Christians we worship the Trinity – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. You are probably aware of that, but may have difficulty explaining or understanding it. No intention to do that now, suffice to say, it is what God intended and it is confirmed in that verse.

We find out about people by their attributes or characteristics – such as by the way they act and the way they speak. To a limited extent, God is no different.
So, what characteristics makes God who He is? Here are a few, but we can think of many more.

God is Sovereign


Psalm 135:5

For I know that the LORD is great, And our Lord is above all gods.

Here the Psalmist tells us of God’s greatness. In the original Hebrew, he calls God by two names – the Lord is great and the Lord is above all gods – Yahweh and Adonai.

God is above all of the gods that are worshipped by other religions, or the gods of money and possessions. 

Possibly, this present day is more subtle in its presentation of deities, than when the Psalmist wrote, or when Paul saw the myriad of shrines in Athens, but the danger is the same. God is the creator of everything and if we ignore worshipping Him, we should expect eternal consequences.

That verse goes on to say that whatever the LORD pleases He does – God is the ultimate power in the universe and may do whatever He chooses - His power extends everywhere. 

All earthly sovereigns – kings and queens – acquire their sovereignty, but will eventually die and lose their status. However, God is Eternal.

God is Eternal



Psalm 90:2

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Before anything existed, God was. From eternity past through eternity future (everlasting to everlasting), He exists, independent of all His creation.
I have previously said that I can understand eternity in the future, but have difficulty understanding eternity in the past. But God is also trustworthy and if God says that He is from everlasting to everlasting, I am prepared to accept the parts that I cannot yet understand.

God is Unchanging
 

James 1:17

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
One of the really dependable things about God is that He is unchanging. What He says He will do, He will do. What He says He will not do, He will not do.

It is a pity that humanity has not taken this attribute of God, as it would make life much easier to live - there would be no more broken promises.
God’s goodness is constant – it will not vary, or shift as time goes on.

We shouldn’t really expect gifts from God, because we possess the same nature’s as Adam and Eve after they were removed from the Garden of Eden. Even our best efforts at being good are insufficient and it took Jesus, the only ever perfect human, to show us how to live.

Jesus is the best gift anyone can be given, but with any present it needs to be received and used.

That verse from James says God’s nature does not change like shifting shadows. As the day progresses, the way light falls on objects changes the way they appear and night time often brings an absence of light.

God’s light – His goodness – will never fail. We can see Him just as He is – time may alter our perspective, but that is down to us, not because of Him.

God is All Knowing 

Hebrews 4:13

 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
You cannot hide anything from God. He sees our heart, knows all of our thoughts and actions and one day we must give account for our lives.

This verse comes from the letter to the Hebrews and the readers were thinking about giving up on Jesus. In this passage, the writer makes it clear that they can’t give up on Jesus and keep it hidden from God. The Word of God discovers and exposes their condition. 

God is All Powerful 


Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Paul’s view here of God is that He can do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.

God is all powerful – these verses should drive us firmly into God’s protection through Jesus. It should also encourage us to pray, to step out in faith and work for God.

God is able to do this in our life now, not beginning with heaven. This power... works in us now. 

God is Present Everywhere
Psalm 139:7-12


Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 11 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,’ 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.
As Jonah found out, we can’t go anywhere that God isn’t. 
David isn’t trying to avoid God - he is emphatically stating that God is present everywhere - there is no corner or dimension of the universe hidden from Him. That should give us immense comfort.

Going back to God being part of a Trinity - David words that don’t translate well into English, because we don’t have a difference between you singular and you, plural.

David may not have had much theological knowledge about the Trinity, but by the inspiration of God he speaks of God’s Spirit and God’s presence being plural – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
As any persecuted Christian, or those seeking Jesus in areas where doing so will possibly lead to death, those people find that God is with them.

The great encouragement is that David recognised that God is even present in death – which may be painful for relatives who are left behind, but for the believer in Jesus as their Saviour, it is merely the route we must take to a glorious eternal life.

I may have drifted, but the main point in all that has been said is to show that we can come to know and understand God by what the Bible says about Him
What we choose to do with that information is another matter and for next week.

Hopefully, these characteristics of God, which are by no means exhaustive, should have an effect on our lives, starting today and going on into eternity.

Remember Richard Wurmbrand the Church minister in Communist Romania. He said there are ‘two kinds of Christians: those who sincerely believe in God and those who, just as sincerely, believe that they believe. You can tell them apart by their actions in decisive moments.’
If we are going to be the people of God, then we must understand who God is and begin to act in ways that demonstrate that we are people of God.

We will finish by returning to Paul’s words in Ephesians 3:20-21 - Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
God is able to do this in our life now, not beginning with heaven. This power... works in us now. 

The only fitting response to this great God is to give Him glory through Jesus.
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